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Introduction: 

Gandhi stated that „varna is the law of heredity. Varna is not a thing that is 

superimposed on Hindus, but men who were trustees for their welfare discovered 

the law for them. 

  

It is not a human invention, but an immutable law of nature- the statement of a 

tendency that is ever present and at work like Newton‟s law of gravitation. 

 

Gandhi views the system based on Varna as a classification of different systems 

of self-culture and as the best possible adjustment of social stability and progress 

and not as an arrogant superiority.  

 

He views the Varna dharma as an aspect that satisfies the religious, social and 

economic needs of a community and that which leads 

to the spiritual perfection. 



Gandhi views Varnashrama dharma as a ceaseless 

search for truth that would lead to spiritual evolution.  

 

Varna system preaches not the bifurcation of society but 

enables one to follow one‟s designated role in society. 

 

ORIGINS OF THE CONCEPT OF VARNA: 
 Brahmano‟ sya mukham asid bahu rajanyah pritah! 

Uru tal asya yad vaisyah padbhyam sudro ajayata!! (Rigveda, X. 90.12) 

 

In the Rigveda, the earliest work in human history three classes of society are 

very frequently mentioned, and named Brahma, Kshatra, and Visha. The first two 

represented broadly the two professions of the poet-priest and the warrior-chief. 

The third division was apparently a group comprising all the common people.  



It is only in one of the later hymns, the celebrated Purushasukta that a reference 

has been made to four orders of society as emanating from the sacrifice of the 

Primeval Being. The names of those four orders are given there as Brahmana, 

Rajanya, Vaishya, and Shudra. 

 

VARNA IN THE POST VEDIC PERIOD: 

 
 
The Brahmanic literature of the post-Vedic period, while reiterating that there are 

only four varnas, mentions certain mixed castes (sankara jati) and also a group of 

out-cast classes (antydvasayin). 

 

Among the four varnas, the old distinction of Arya and Shudra now appears 

predominantly as Dvija and Shudia, though the old distinction is occasionally 

mentioned. The first three varnas are called Dvijas (twice-born) because they have 

to go through the initiation ceremony which is symbolic of rebirth. This privilege 

is denied to the Shudra who is therefore called „ekajati‟. 



GANDHI ON VARNASHRAMA AS SOCIAL 

PATTERN: 

Varna as Hereditary Functionalism. 

Gandhi accepted the social philosophy of Varna. An equalitarian society based on 

active mutual love and harmony was his goal and, hence, although he accepted 

the sociology of  the Varnashrama.  

 

According to him, the Hindu sociology of Varna eliminated unworthy 

competition, was natural to man in his regenerate and civilised state and, 

although determined by birth, could be retained only by the willing performance of 

the obligations entailed by it.  

 

He wrote: “The spirit behind caste is not one of arrogant superiority; it is the 

classification of different systems of self culture. It is the best possible 

adjustment of social stability and progress. Just as the spirit of the family is 

inclusive of those who love each other and are wedded to each other by ties of 

blood and relation, caste also tries to include families of a particular way of purity 

of life (not standard of life, meaning by this term, economic standard of life. 



Thanks…. 


